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5th Sorok Short
Film Festival

&

Sorok Uni Foundation has once again successfully organized the Sorok Short Film Festival 
with its fifth edition under the theme “HERO’S TALE” which showcased unique and origi-
nal short film creations from young Filipinos. SSFF challenged filmmakers to create stories 
of heroism and valor during a time of apathy. The film competition officially launched on 
the month of August 2019. The foundation organized the Film Festival to be a fundraising 
activity for the benefit of underprivileged Mangyan elementary students in Inawa Pan-
aynep and Libagon Elementary Schools in Sablayan, Occidental Mindoro.

Among the panel of judges that critiqued the entries were Director Arvin “Kadiboy” Be-
larmino, SSFF Alumni and multi-award winning director, Arjanmar Rebeta, Sorok Uni Foun-
dation President Ms. Annabelle Llave and SSFF Chairperson and Creative Writer Ms. Gina 
Marissa Tagasa. The panel of judges spent a whole day reviewing and critiquing the 
short film entries and after several discussions, eventually came to a final decision of who 
the winners were.

The climax of the Sorok Short Film Festival was the Awards Night, which was held in the The climax of the Sorok Short Film Festival was the Awards Night, which was held in the 
cinema 9 of SM City Manila on the night of November 30, 2019. Film makers, family and 
friends were all invited to attend to witness the announcement of the grand winners of 
the 5th Sorok Short Film Festival. Hosting the evening’s program was Ms. Kay Garcia.

Sorok Uni Foundation, Inc. would like to 
thank the following sponsors for continu-
ously supporting the Sorok Short Film Festi-
val: UNI-SHIP, Inc., BDO, Macro Ocean Phil-
ippines, Atiko Trans Inc., Northbay Uni 
Depot Inc., International Container Termi-
nal Services Inc. (ICTSI), Philippine Dream-
factory Learning Center, Coreon Gate In-
ternet Café, Department of Tourism and In-
tramuros Administration, PCI Tech Center, 
Seaway Magazine and Miss Seaway 2019, 
Agimat, LionHearTV, WhenInManila.com, 
Katooga.ph, and Blogapalooza.

A big congratulations to all the winners of 
the 5th Sorok Short Film Festival: HERO’S 
TALE!

During the start of the Film Festival, 
Sorok Uni Foundation in partnership 
with Philippine Dreamfactory Learn-
ing Center and Coreon Gate stores 
held several sessions of Film Making 
Workshops where interested stu-
dents and even professionals en-
rolled to learn about various as-
pects of Filmmaking: from concep-
tualizing a story and script writing to 
the technicalities of making a short 
film.

The workshop featured three 
award-winning creative film writers 
and directors who have made their 
own waves in the film industry 
namely Director Ralston Jover, Di-
rector Arvin “Kadiboy” Belarmino, 
and Director Jim Libiran.

Participants of the workshop en-Participants of the workshop en-
joyed learning with the directors 
and were even encouraged to 
create a short film of their own as 
an entry to the film competition.

The program opened with an invocation 
and the Philippine National Anthem fol-
lowed by an inspiring message from the 
Founder and Chairman of Sorok Uni Founda-
tion, Dr. Jae J. Jang. Following this was a pro-
file video of the foundation and a lively inter-
pretative dance number from beneficiaries 
of Sorok Uni Village. Audiences and partici-
pants cheered with glee as the omnibus of 
the 31 short films was played. This was then 
followed with the awarding of the certifi-
cates of participation to the filmmakers 
who gave their time, effort and creativity to 
make their short films.

Afterwards, the members of the jury were in-Afterwards, the members of the jury were in-
troduced on stage and were awarded with 
certificates of appreciation as well as loot 
bags and gifts from sponsors. The Jury chair-
person, Ms. Gina Marissa Tagasa also gave 
a few words of inspiration to the partici-
pants and audiences. Child singer and per-
former, Pristine May Flores rendered a beau-
tiful song number with live guitar accompa-
niment afterwards.

Meanwhile, part of the Sorok Short Film Festival 
roster of activities were the SSFF REWIND which 
showed selected short film entries from previous 
editions of SSFF; and the Benefit Film Showing 
which premiered the current short films that 
have qualified to be in the film competition. Tick-
ets were sold for both these activities however, 
for the Benefit Film Showing, ticket sales also de-for the Benefit Film Showing, ticket sales also de-
termined votes for the Viewers’ Choice Award. 

Both the SSFF Rewind and Benefit Film Showing 
were held in partnership with the Intramuros Ad-
ministration who provided the venue where the 
short films will be shown, in the Teatro of Fort San-
tiago in Intramuros. These activities ran from Sep-
tember to October 2019.

As the deadline of the film competition drew 
nearer, so did the number of registrants grow 
larger. By the time the deadline has passed, 
SSFF has garnered a total of thirty-one (31) valid 
short film entries. Different groups of people, 
from senior high students to full-fledged produc-
tion house gave their own interpretations of the 
theme “HERO’S TALE” and submitted their cre-theme “HERO’S TALE” and submitted their cre-
ative works. 

The moment everyone has been waiting for finally arrived, the showing of the finalist 
short films on the big screen. Participants wait with their breaths held in anticipation as 
one by one, the best 6 short film entries were shown. Creators of the finalists felt proud 
as it was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to have your creation be screened in such a 
prestigious venue. After the first 3 finalists were revealed, the Kpop Boy Group, WOW 
Boys gave an exciting and electric dance number. The last half of the 6 six finalists were 
then revealed and shown to the audiences.

Before the special awards and grand winners were announced, child star and perform-Before the special awards and grand winners were announced, child star and perform-
er Erika Clemente gave a lively song and dance performance that left audiences 
hungry for more. Afterwards, the best actor, best actress, best director, viewers’ choice 
award, bronze (3rd place) award and silver (2nd place) awards were announced. And 
before finally announcing the Gold award (1st place), the organizers thanked and ac-
knowledged all the sponsors and companies who have supported the whole of Sorok 
Short Film Festival. They also thanked those who participated in their support of the foun-
dation’s advocacy to help and reach out to the children in Occidental Mindoro.

After the Gold Award winner has been revealed, all the winners and participants of 
SSFF, as well as the members of the jury and organizers were invited on stage for photo 
opportunities!


